
We don’t just need a change of government: we need real change from top to 
bottom in our society. 

For a government that will break with the ruling class and defend the 
workers’ interests 

 

The end of the year is a good time to take stock and to reflect on what change is necessary. 

What is the balance-sheet of 2020?  

It is: 

– a government totally unable to cope with a pandemic made uncontrollable by years of destruction 
of the NHS and other public services by the various governments – Labour and Tories – implementing 
the austerity imposed by the Maastricht criteria and the international financial institutions; 

– a pandemic whose rapid spread was facilitated by those governments serving the capitalist system, 
through the prioritisation of pharmaceutical profits over basic research that could have provided 
insights into controlling the virus; 

– a government which last March allocated tens of billions to the banks to bail out big businesses, 
while leaving millions of working people to cope with little or no support; 

– a government which since then has handed billions to its friends and supporters in the private sector 
in the form of inflated supply and service contracts that were awarded without a tendering process 
and often failed to deliver to a proper standard.  

– the top leadership of the Labour Party and the TUC that refused to listen to appeals from the working 
class and instead supported the government in the name of “national unity”, even going so far as to 
call for a national recovery taskforce made up of the government, the unions and the bosses; 

– a government that reduced funding to local services and education while encouraging the bosses to 
use the bailout to hit the working class even harder and to lay people off and cut jobs on a massive 
scale. 

This is the reality of what happened in 2020, a reality that has led a group of traditional Labour voters 
in a working-class suburb of one big city to write a leaflet addressed to the population, in which they 
say: “It’s ordinary people who are really taking the hit in the Covid crisis. Things were hard enough 
before, but Covid is just making is making our situation even worse. Unemployment is rising fast and 
millions face an uncertain future. Real wages are being cut, forcing many families to choose between 
putting food on the table or paying the bills. The threat of eviction and repossession hangs over renters 
and mortgage-payers. The Covid crisis reveals the real divisions between the wealthy and the rest of 
us. (…) We’re not all in this together. (…) It’s the system they profit from that’s to blame. (…) They want 
us to pay for their crisis. We didn’t cause it, so why should we pay for it?  

It’s not enough to simply criticism or complain. Nor is it good enough to be a toothless “constructive 
opposition”, like Labour leader Sir Keir Starmer would have us believe.” 

And they conclude: 

“We need to campaign for proper healthcare to fight the pandemic. 

We must fight to restore the local government funding for our city that the Tories have cut since 2010. 

Working-class communities and trade unions must organise to fight evictions and repossessions. But 
we must do more than defend our community from attack. 

We must have no more wars to make a killing for the rich. 

We must put our efforts into saving our planet from climate catastrophe, which includes local and 
community projects with well-paid jobs. 

We don’t just need a change of government: we need a real change from top to bottom in our society. 



We need socialist politics that takes power away from the elite and puts real control in the hands of 
working-class people.” 

The situation faced by this working-class community is not limited to their city – it is the situation 
faced by millions of working and unemployed people and youth up and down the country.  

They are drawing the conclusion that this situation cannot be allowed to go on, that this capitalist 
system must disappear.  

The programme they set out is that of a workers’ government, which alone can put an end to the 
current system: 

– a government that breaks with the diktats of the capitalist system, a government that is motivated 
by the desire to protect working people and not the capitalist minority and its profits, a government 
that will find the resources wherever they are, and use them; 

– a government that will take the emergency measures that will save working people, not the banks 
and big business; 

– a government that will ban lay-offs and job-cuts; 

– a government that will confiscate the billions given to the banks and business and will allocate it to 
the communities. 

In a word, a government of the working-class organisations that will break with the ruling class, that 
will defend the workers’ interests and will turn its back on capitalist measures dressed up as “the 
national interest”.  

This is the challenge facing the labour movement today. We will unconditionally support any step in 
this direction. 
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