
It is only by breaking with the interests of the banks and big business that the 
impending disaster can be avoided 

  
On 20 May, TUC General secretary Frances O'Grady chaired a Zoom event with the participation of Labour Shadow 
Cabinet member Anneliese Dodds in which the TUC – with the backing of the Labour Party leadership – launched 
its report entitled “A Better Recovery – Learning the lessons of the corona crisis to create a stronger, fairer 
economy”. The report says (p.45): “The TUC is calling for a National Recovery Council, replicated at sectoral and 
regional level so that unions and employers can work together with government to approach strategically and 
handle collectively the coming challenges.” 

This statement had been announced on 19 May by The Guardian under the headline “TUC boss calls for new council 
to build fairer economy after Covid-19”. 

Since then, there has been no publicity around the statement – as if the TUC leader and the Labour Party were 
keen to act as secretly a possible.  

That is understandable. To form a joint “council” bringing together the state, the employers and the 
representatives of the trade unions to run the economy is in blatant contradiction with the very reasons why the 
workers built their trade unions and decided to give them a political expression, so as to defend their own interests 
against the employers and the governments which support capitalist exploitation. 

This constitutes a coup against the will of the working class to defend its rights and its lives in a period when they 
are being directly threatened for the sake of capitalist profit. 

It constitutes a coup against workers’ democracy, on which the labour movement rests as a whole. 

It is an essential part of the struggle against the murderous plans of the exploiters and the Johnson government 
that the voice of the labour movement be heard – at all levels of the labour movement, in the trade unions and in 
the Labour Party – to say: NO to any attempt to institutionalise subordination of the labour movement to the 
government. 

The call for a National Recovery Council has been made at a time when massive lay-offs have been signalled in 
press reports. Rolls Royce, a company that has received public money to furlough thousands of workers in 
application of the Tory plan supported by the Labour Party leadership, is to cut 9,000 jobs globally, 3,375 of them 
in Derby alone. British Airways is set to cut 12,000 jobs, Virgin Atlantic plans to axe more than 3,000, and Ryanair 
to slash up to 3,000. 

These announcements came after it emerged (in a leaked document published recently by The Telegraph) that the 
Treasury intends to make ordinary people pay for the economic crisis: an increase in income tax; a possible 
NHS/social care surcharge; the end of the triple-lock on state pension increases; a two-year public sector pay-
freeze; cuts across the board in public services; and further reductions in local government funding, which in 
practice could mean as much as 20 percent cuts in local services and social care in order to set a “legal” balanced 
budget. James Jamieson, chair of the Local Government Association (LGA) has estimated that councils will face 
costs of nearly £13 billion to tackle the crisis this year. 

So, a “National Recovery Council, replicated at sectoral and regional level where unions and employers will work 
together with government” is being presented as a response to this unprecedented offensive against the working 
class. 

But the response should be a united struggle by all of the component parts of the labour movement to impose a 
ban on lay-offs and job-cuts. 

The position of Labour Internationalist – published by the British supporters of the OCRFI on the basis of the Fourth 
International in continuation of Leon Trotsky’s struggle – is clear and unambiguous: it is not by teaming up with the 
Tories in a “national unity” body together with representatives of the banks and big business that those claiming 
to represent the working class can avoid the impending disaster. We totally reject this corporatist committee, and 
call on all trade unionists to oppose it. 



Everyone agrees that the country is facing a national disaster. At the time of writing, tens of thousands of families 
have been hit by the mounting Covid-19 death-toll, and – despite the government’s increasingly transparent lies 
and misinformation – people are still dying for lack of PPE and timely and effective testing. 

Beyond the key workers who have kept the public services, utilities and food supplies going throughout the health 
crisis, working people in general are now facing increasing pressure to return to work in order to “reopen” the 
capitalist economy, ignoring the continuing risks to health – for instance, by cramming into public transport. 

Workers are turning to those representing them in the communities and in the workplace to organise the 
resistance. With the backing of the parents, the teaching unions are refusing to reopen primary schools on 1 June 
without guarantees for the health and safety. In the Wirral, more than 3,000 people joined an online rally hosted 
by the NEU, NASWUT and UNISON against the Tory plan. 

At least 22 councils around England (including Liverpool, Hartlepool, Birmingham, Leeds, Slough, Wirral, Brighton 
and Howe  and Bristol, plus Staffordshire and Kent county councils), most of them Labour-led, have now said they 
also reject the Tory plan to get schools reopened in order to push more people back to work regardless of safety 
conditions – to “save the economy”, as the government puts it. 

Now, the health crisis is combining with the economic crisis born from the bankruptcy of the capitalist system, 
resulting in the current situation. This combined crisis poses a fundamental threat to the lives of working people, 
and a basic challenge to the labour movement as a tool for defending the workers’ interests against the demands 
of this failed capitalist system. 

Today’s situation marks the start of a new wave of attacks on workers’ living standards and rights: more job-cuts, 
continuing downward pressure on wages, increasing flexibility and insecure working, extension of unpaid overtime. 
Meanwhile, poorer citizens will find their housing and their basic ability to feed themselves and their families at 
even greater risk. 

The country is heading towards a major disaster. Immediate emergency measures are needed. 

This is why more than 75 Trade unionists and activists from all political tendencies of the labour movement have 
signed an appeal, endorsed by Labour Internationalist (1), that declares: “Protect working people, not the banks 
and big business! Let’s come together to push for the basic emergency measures that democracy requires.” These 
are: 

– Free distribution of masks to the whole population; 

– Ban “temporary” lay-offs and job-cuts; 

– Ban bogus self-employment; 

– Full pay immediately, not in May or June, for all self-isolated workers, whatever their work status; 

– Paid time off to care for children when there is no other option available; 

- All employers without exception to be legally bound by the Health and Safety at Work etc. Act 1974, the 
Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999, and the Employment Rights Act 1996, which together 
give employees the right to leave their place of work if they feel they are in “serious and imminent” danger; 

– Financial security for all: scrap Universal Credit; 

– Moratorium on all debt and the payment of rent and rental charges (utilities, etc.); 

– All social benefits and support allowances to be paid immediately, not in May or June; 

– Staple foods and basic goods to be distributed for free to people in difficulty; 

– Requisition vacant/available premises to provide accommodation to the homeless and poorly-housed; 

– Scrap all Private Finance Initiative (PFI) contracts, which have been a tool for commercialising education and 
privatising the NHS; 



– Repeal the Coronavirus Act 2020, replace it with properly scrutinised measures that do not restrict civil liberties. 

These are immediate measures that are needed to avoid medical and economic carnage. 

Requisition all the resources needed to protect the population! 

Who can take these measures? 

The government was quick to give £350 billion to the banks and businesses, but has left millions of working people 
wondering how they will survive. 

Who will confiscate the £350 billion given to the banks and businesses and allocate them to preventing disaster? 

Only a government carrying out the emergency measures that will save people and not the banks and big business 
can prevent the impending disaster of a combined health and economic crisis. 

The road to a government of the working-class organisations that will break with the ruling class and its plans begins 
with defending the workers’ interests and refusing to collaborate with carrying out capitalist measures dressed up 
as “the national interest”. 

This is the challenge facing the labour movement today.     

We will unconditionally support any step in that direction. 
20 May 2020 

  

(1) For a copy of the appeal, which was reproduced in Issue No.6 (April 2020) of Labour Internationalist, contact 
emergency.action@aol.com.  
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