
The working class must defend its own interests, now and after 
the health crisis, and on an independent basis! 

 

Every day, the list of Covid-19 victims gets longer, even after the government has massaged the figures 
downwards. On 27 April, the official figure was 21,092 people, which excludes people who have died at home 
or in care homes. But, as the Financial Times has reported (see “Snapshots of the crisis” in this issue), the real 
figure is probably over 40,000. Among the victims are NHS staff, social care workers, bus drivers and other 
frontline workers working without sufficient PPE. Those most at risk are low-paid workers (especially women) 
and the poorest sections of the population. 

Hundreds of thousands of people are being forced to work without protection from the virus, and millions more 
are about to be encouraged to risk their lives by going back to work, because as far as the government and those 
who support it are concerned, the main issue is to save the economy, in other words to protect profits. The 
death-toll is growing in the name of a capitalist system that has been destroying the NHS for ten years and more. 
At the same time, millions of people are being laid off. 

The government was quick to allocate hundreds of billions to the banks and continues to bail out big companies, 
while leaving millions of working people in financial limbo. The working class is fighting back (see “News from 
the picket line” in this issue). The top leadership of the Labour Party and the TUC are refusing to listen to appeals 
from the working class and instead are supporting the government in the name of “national unity”. Meanwhile, 
thousands of small businesses will probably go bust under the weight of debts resulting from the crisis, and 
unemployment will grow daily. The Resolution Foundation estimates that up to 11.7 million people will be out 
of work in the period April-June, either “furloughed” under the government’s scheme (8.3 million) or simply 
sacked (3.4 million). This is the logic of the capitalist economy. 

For us, it is not the capitalist system and its economy driven by the banks and financial markets that needs to 
be saved, it is working people who must be saved. 

Working people are starting to say “never again”. Never again “austerity”, which drives people into poverty and 
leaves them helpless in an emergency. Never again the undermining and deliberate destruction of the NHS and 
the welfare system. But who will make “never again” happen, if not the working class itself? 

This is why we unreservedly endorse the appeal by 15 labour movement activists with various political views, 
launched earlier this month. We completely agree with its content and conclusions, and will do everything we 
can to promote its aims. The starting-point has to be a rallying of forces in the labour movement by those who 
agree with the appeal’s emergency measures to protect working people, not the banks and big business. 

It would be easy to focus on the government’s dishonesty and mismanagement of the crisis, of which there are 
far too many examples. But ultimately, the current disaster is not only the result of bad management or bad 
choices. Just as there are no “good” cuts and “bad” cuts when government funding of council budgets is 
reduced, the current situation is the inevitable and merciless result of the capitalist system and the institutions 
that serve it. 

Things will not “get back to normal” after the health crisis – there will be no return to the pre-crisis economic 
environment. There will be a savage onslaught on the jobs, living standards and rights of the working class, an 
an attempt to reduce wages, which will lower the purchasing power of those who will still have jobs. The 
government will seek to compensate big business for a reduction in demand, and will want to put the burden 
of its extra borrowing onto the workers’ backs. No doubt, the government will put forward a new “we’re all in 
this together” campaign of savage austerity at the expense of social services and the poor, and to do so they 
will need to ensure support from the Labour Party and the TUC leaderships. This is the meaning of Johnson’s 
statement on 27 April, when he said his government will push for “consensus across industry” and the 
involvement of the opposition parties in getting people back to work in the next phase of its crisis 
(mis)management. 

The most basic needs of the working class and the will of trade union members and of the mass of the Labour 
Party members run contrary to those plans. 

What is needed is a government that will genuinely serve the interests of the working class, and therefore will 



break with defending the failed capitalist system. A government that would immediately direct the necessary 
funds to the NHS, refocus production on what is needed to combat the pandemic, and ensure the safety of all 
those who work. A government that would ban lay-offs and reorganise production in line with the needs of the 
vast majority. 

For us supporters of the OCRFI, that is the meaning of our unconditional support for the appeal which we publish 
in this issue. We call on all those who share this view to join us. 

The fight against the bankrupt system of capitalist exploitation is international. On 1 May, the international day 
of struggle of the working class, an online international rally organised by the IWC (International Workers 
Committee, which was formed as the conclusion of the World Conference Against War and Exploitation held in 
Mumbai in December 2016) will include video contributions from 42 countries, proving in practice that “The 
Internationale unites the human race”. 
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