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Who we are,  
What we stand for 
 

We believe that the working class needs to rely on 
its own efforts, both at home and around the world, 
to defend its interests against a capitalist system 
that is determined to extract maximum profit 
regardless of the human and environmental cost. 
We believe that the capitalist system, based on 
private ownership of the means of production, 
cannot be reformed and has to be abolished by 
means of a proletarian revolution that will 
introduce socialism. 
We stand on the founding programme of the 
Fourth International, the Transitional Programme, 
which says in particular: “It is necessary to help the 
masses, in the process of their daily struggles, to 
find the bridge between their current demands and 
the programme of the socialist revolution. This 
bridge should include a system of transitional 
demands which stem from today’s conditions and 
from today’s consciousness of wide layers of the 
working class, and invariably lead to the same 
conclusion: the conquest of power by the 
proletariat.” 
The working class’s struggle against the capitalist 
system – on its own account as well as on behalf 
of all of the oppressed – needs to be united and 
based on class independence from capital and its 
national and international institutions. 
This means defending the organisations which the 
workers have built, and helping the workers 
themselves to build new forms of organisation to 
carry out their struggle in ways which they decide 
on freely and which they control. 
Often, this also means opposing those in the 
labour movement who ignore the mandate of their 
membership and co-operate with capitalism’s 
plans, at the workplace, institutional or State level.  
Labour Internationalist aims to be part of the fight 
against that process of integrating the working-
class organisations into capitalism’s plans. 
Labour Internationalist therefore focuses on 
helping to advance the struggle by the working 
class in its own interests – locally, nationally and 
internationally. 
Consistent with this view, Labour Internationalist 
defines itself as a forum of class struggle that is 
open to all individuals, groups and currents in the 
labour movement that are committed to political 
independence of the working class and to 
internationalism. 

 

 
 
 

What is at stake: 
A policy in line 

with the 
interests 

of the working 
class 
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EDITORIAL 

Continuing the struggle in the new political situation 
 

As the UK enters 2020, the political landscape has 
changed considerably. The major issue is no longer 
how the Labour Party leadership and PLP will 
position itself on the question of the European Union 
(“Remain”, “soft Brexit” or “second referendum”). 
Boris Johnson and his government have a solid 
parliamentary majority and are setting the political 
news agenda. Of course, the political situation in 
Britain is not limited to this: the class struggle has by 
no means disappeared. This is demonstrated clearly 
in a poll sponsored by the TUC and published on 23 
December, to which we will return shortly.   

But there is one undisputable fact: the Tories and 
their government are calling all the shots. Based on 
the low-key debate between the four remaining 
contenders to succeed Corbyn as party leader, it looks 
like the Labour Party has nothing much to say. This is 
of course the result of the policy of the former Labour 
leadership, reneging on the June 2016 referendum 
result and appearing as “the Remain party”, thus 
allowing the Tories to pose as the defenders of 
democracy. 

Last December, the TUC published a poll of 2,975 
adults who voted in the 2019 general election which 
showed that: 

– Nearly three-quarters (73%) of voters (65% 
of people who voted Conservative, and 79% of 
those who switched from Labour to the Conser-
vatives in the election) want current workplace 
rights, like paid holidays and rights for 
temporary and agency workers, to be protected 
and enhanced; 

– 71% (including 65% of Conservative voters 
and 78% of those who switched from Labour to 
the Conservatives) want new rights for gig 
economy workers; 

– 66% want zero-hours contracts to be 
banned; 

– 63% want union rights in every workplace; 

– For 63%, the NHS was the most important 
issue during the election, with 82% of voters 
supporting a 4.3% annual increase in funding for 
the NHS; 

– There is overwhelming public support 
(68%) for an immediate increase in the minimum 
wage to £10 per hour. 

These poll results confirm why a majority of 
working-class voters in June 2016 chose a clean 
break with the EU and its policies, which are in total 
contradiction with each of these demands, and why 

they turned their back on Labour on 12 December 
2019, when it presented itself as the Remain party. 

More than ever, these demands – together with 
other basic trade union demands – remain the focus 
of the concerns of the vast majority of working 
people. 

A policy that is in line with the interests of the 
working class can only be defined in relation to these 
demands. But this poses several questions that 
cannot be avoided. 

We note that, having called for a “Remain” vote in 
2016, the TUC leadership has nothing to say about 
their responsibility in Boris Johnson’s victory. 
Commenting on the TUC poll, TUC Vice President 
Peter McLeod said: “The Conservatives won voters 
from Labour and elsewhere with reassurances that 
they would protect workers’ rights, raise the 
minimum wage and boost funding for the NHS and 
schools.”  TUC General Secretary Frances O’Grady 
said: “We know people had doubts about Boris 
Johnson’s integrity, and if the Conservatives fail to 
keep their promises a lot of those gains will be at 
risk.”  

In other words, they are calling on the Johnson 
government to meet the demands of the working 
class. Who can have the slightest illusion in a Tory 
government? Everyone already knows what the 
government’s response will be. 

Of course, the Johnson government can be forced 
to make concessions, but only if this is imposed by a 
mobilisation of the working class. For the time being, 
as far as the TUC leadership is concerned, there is no 
question of calling on union members to organise the 
fight for their demands and to defend their rights. 

What is interesting about the TUC poll is that it 
clearly confirms the reasons why a majority of trade 
unionists voted Leave in 2016.  

What also stands out is the fact that there is a 
consensus among the LP leadership candidates to 
ignore the fundamental reason for the LP’s disastrous 
election result: the party’s position on Brexit. (1) 

The stand taken today by the TUC and Labour 
Party leaderships – refusing to honestly assess the 
reasons for the election defeat – prepares the ground 
for new blows against the working class. It was 
clearly stated in the Queen’s Speech that the new 
government would continue the Tories’ full-on 
attacks on trade union rights. 

On 23 January, Parliament passed the Govern-
ment’s European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) 
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Bill, which largely reiterates the European Union 
(Withdrawal) Act 2018. In order to provide legal 
continuity, the 2018 Act enables the transposition of 
all directly applicable EU law since 1973 into UK law. 
This means that, for example, the anti-working-class 
provisions of the Maastricht and Lisbon Treaties, 
which impose “free and undistorted competition” 
and prevent state aid and clear public ownership, will 
remain as UK law. So what we are dealing with is not 
a real break with the EU but a new relationship with 
it, allowing the government to carry out the EU’s anti-
working-class policies without being an EU member. 

In this situation, the task is now to organise the 
fight for a full break with the EU and its policies, in 
defence of working-class demands, in defence of 
trade union and political rights, and consequently in 
defence of the organisations set up by the working 
class.  

At every level of the LP and the trade unions, 
starting from the local community level and the 
workplace, the broadest possible unity must be built 
on the basis of a genuine discussion in order to win 

back control over all those who claim to speak on the 
workers’ behalf. And the starting-point for this fight 
are the demands referred to in the results of the TUC 
poll. 

We know that various groupings and campaigns 
fought for democracy to be respected, for the 
enforcement of the 2016 decision taken by the British 
electorate and for the implementation of the full 
social content of that decision. 

Labour Internationalist has set itself the task of 
helping to consolidate groupings in the Labour Party 
and in the trade unions in order to continue this 
struggle in the new political situation.  

Supporters of the OCRFI in the UK and around the 
world are convinced that the solution to the problems 
the labour movement is now facing can only be found 
through the working class taking control of the 
organisations of the labour movement. 

 

(1) We will come back to this and related aspects in our 
next issue, based on correspondence we have received.

 

Statement 
Against war and exploitation 

No war against Iran! 
British troops out of Iraq now!

Following the US attacks on Iranian targets in Iraq, 
the deliberate assassination of an Iranian general and 
Trump’s threat that “52 Iranian sites (…), some at a 
very high level & important to Iran & the Iranian 
culture, (…) will be hit very fast and very hard”, the 
workers and peoples are terror-stricken by the sight 
of the world teetering on the brink of war with 
incalculable consequences.  

Labour Internationalist condemns the military 
aggression by the Trump administration, which bears 
the responsibility for this move towards another war 
on Iraq and Iran. 

Labour Internationalist stands shoulder-to-
shoulder with the workers and peoples of Iraq and 
Iran, who do not want another war. 

Labour Internationalist stands shoulder-to-
shoulder with the workers and the labour and Black 
organisations of the United States that rallied on 4 
January in Washington, New York, Chicago and 70 
other cities to say: “No War On Iran!”, “U.S. Troops 
Out of Iraq!”, “We will not allow our country to be 
dragged into another war!” 

Should we be surprised at Johnson’s lining up with 
Trump, when he is engaged in a war on workers and 
youth here. 

Labour Internationalist is not fooled by Trump and 
Johnson talking up “terrorist threats” by Iran; it 
remembers the fact that in 2003, Bush and Blair 
cooked up the lie about “weapons of mass 
destruction” in order to invade Iraq. We are not 
fooled by Trump and Johnson making allegations 
about the nature of the Iranian regime, when they are 
arming and financing the Saudi feudal monarchy and 
applauded the military coup in Bolivia. 

Labour Internationalist
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Internationalism 

UNITED STATES 

Interview with Nancy Wohlforth, 
Co-Convener of US Labor Against the War (USLAW)

Question: Donald Trump took the world to the 
brink of a major, frontal armed war with Iran. 
While the crisis situation appears to have died 
down, it could flare up again at any moment. What 
is your assessment of what has transpired over the 
past few weeks? 

Nancy Wohlforth: Trump began the war 
escalation against Iran when he pulled out of the 
Iran nuclear weapons deal. It soon became clear 
that he wanted to rattle sabres. 

The U.S. bombing of the activist camps in 
Northern Iraq on December 29 was a provocation 
that unleashed a terrible crisis which, as you 
pointed out, took us to the brink of a full-fledged 
war with Iran. The situation was terrifying, 
particularly as we have a madman in the White 
House who has control over the use of nuclear 
weapons. 

I also should point out that the entire crisis over 
Iran these past three weeks was aimed at diverting 
attention away from Trump's impeachment trial. 

Having said this, Trump – at least for now – had 
to pull back. The American people don't want to go 
to war. This has been expressed in poll after poll, 
but also in the rapid response of a unified anti-war 
movement, which on January 4 took to the streets 
in 90 cities across the United States -- in the tens of 
thousands of people -- to demand, "No War with 
Iran! Bring All the U.S. Troops Home Now!"  

But the danger of a major war has not 
disappeared. Trump is so unstable that he could 
manufacture a new provocation at any moment. 

We also have to oppose another dimension to 
the U.S. war against Iran, and by that I mean the 
economic sanctions that have targeted Iran's sales 
of oil to countries in Europe and beyond. These 
sanctions, which have bipartisan support in the 
U.S. Congress, have devastated the country's 
economy, targeting poor women and children in 
particular. An untold numbers of deaths resulting 
directly from the sanctions. 

Question: Many legislators are hoping that 

Congress should reclaim the authority to go to war 
as a way of reining in Trump. What do you think? 

Nancy Wohlforth: Given the madman at the 
helm, it is understandable that legislators and 
activists should seek any and all means to rein in 
Trump. You should not have a situation, moreover, 
where just one person, whatever their party 
affiliation, has the sole power to launch a war 
against a country like Iran. 

But returning the war powers to Congress won't 
solve the problem. The United States launched its 
war against Iraq in 2003 with the overwhelming 
approval of the U.S. Congress. There were only a 
few dissident voices, namely, Rep. Barbara Lee and 
Senator Bernie Sanders. Millions of people died or 
were driven from their homes and communities by 
the U.S. war on Iraq, with a vote by the Congress. 

The only way to stop these U.S. wars and 
interventions abroad is to shut down the U.S. 
military bases worldwide, bring ALL U.S. troops 
home now, slash the U.S. war budget, and return to 
a peace economy here at home — with a Just 
Transition away from the military-industrial 
complex. 

Question: US Labor Against the War has 
become reactivated in the recent period. I see that 
you have endorsed and are actively building the 
January 25 Global Day of Action Against the War in 
Iran. Please tell us more. 

Nancy Wohlforth: We have a new group of 
younger trade unionists in our USLAW leadership 
and on our staff. It's very exciting. 

Last week we participated in a conference-call 
teach-in that drew 1,200 callers. We have drafted a 
template resolution against the U.S. war in Iran to 
be used by unions affiliated with USLAW. I 
understand that our template resolution was 
adopted by the San Francisco Labor Council just a 
few days ago. 

And we are now actively promoting the Global 
Day of Action on January 25, which is being built by 
a united anti-war movement, something that is 
very encouraging. Though the immediate danger of 
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an all-out war has subsided, we expect a good 
turnout here in Washington, as people understand 
that the U.S. government could spark a new war on 
any continent at any time. 

I hope that the International Workers Com-
mittee Against War and Exploitation, For a 
Workers' International (IWC) will promote this 
Global Day of Action widely, with unions and anti-
war coalitions the world over organizing actions 
and events that they deem appropriate. 

Question: You, Nancy, are a supporter of the 
IWC and an endorser of the World Conference 
Against War and Exploitation that will take place in 
Paris next November? Could you tell us about this 
effort? 

Nancy Wohlforth: The Appeal for this World 
Conference has been endorsed by unionists and 
political organizations of diverse backgrounds in 
more than 50 countries. It will be a gathering place 
to organize a united fightback against war, 
exploitation, precarious labour, and "free trade" on 
all continents. 

More than ever we need unity to beat back the 
warmakers and exploiters. It is not too early to 
begin making plans to get your unions and 
organizations to endorse the World Conference 
and raise the funds needed to send broad-based 
delegations. 

Interview conducted by Alan Benjamin, 
Editor of The Organizer – United States 

 

 

 

INDIA 

Huge general strike against the Modi Government 

By François Forgue 

 
8 January 2020 will stand as a landmark date in 

the class struggle in India. In this country-
continent of more than 1.3 billion people of great 
diversity (more than 30 languages, multiple 
religions), the unity of the exploited and oppressed 
was affirmed on this day from the southern tip of 
the country to the borders with China, at the call of 
the organised trade union movement. 

The main trade union confederations as well as 
the independent trade union organisations (1) 
called for a 24-hour general strike against the anti-
working-class policy of the Modi government, 
which is eliminating social gains and privatising 
extensively to the benefit of local and foreign 
financial powers. 

Tens of millions of workers stopped work, not 
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only in the sectors covered by collective bargaining 
agreements or recognised job grades (banks, 
railways, large Indian or foreign industrial 
companies), but also in the “informal” sector, where 
there are no rights or labour laws. 

As pointed out by the New Trade Union 
Initiative (2), what gives this day a historic 
dimension is that the general strike was an 
opportunity to rally not only against the 
government’s anti-working-class measures, but 
also against the anti-democratic measures aimed 
at reducing the country’s 200 million Muslims to 
second-class citizens. 

The protest against these discriminatory 
measures first rose up in the universities: students 
held marches in defence of democratic freedoms 
and the unity of India itself. Despite police violence 
and attacks by groups of right-wing thugs, the 
protest movement grew. But right up to the eve of 
8 January, the official leaderships of the trade 
union movement considered this struggle as 
separate from the workers’ demands. 

On 8 January, through strike action and in the 

streets, the workers and youth imposed unity 
between these different aspects of the same 
struggle: to put an end to the reactionary plans of 
the Modi government subordinated to 
imperialism, which presupposes not separating 
democratic demands and social demands. 

More than anything else, the working class 
needs democracy and unity to make its demands 
prevail. Only the working class, carrying with it all 
of the exploited and the oppressed, can defend 
democracy and unity in India. 
 

 
This article was first published in La Tribune 
des Travailleurs, weekly newspaper of the 
Democratic Independent Workers Party in 
France. 
 

(1) Each of the main union confederations is affiliated to 
a political party. The independent union organisations 
are politically unaffiliated. 

(2) The New Trade Union Initiative, set up in 2006, is a 
regroupment of organisations that are in favour of unity 
of the trade union movement and its independence from 
political parties.  

 

 

 

 

FRANCE 

 

Labour Internationalist will soon publish a special supplement 

on the intervention of our French comrades 

in the strike against the pensions reform 

ordered by the EU. 
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International Youth Alliance for Socialism 

youthforsocialism@outlook.com 
 

CHILE 
 

An appeal by the International Youth Alliance for socialism  
 
The revolutionary process in Chile broke out with the spontaneous mobilisation of high school students 
against the increase in transport fares. Today, the high school students of the Coordinating Assembly of 
High School Students (ACES), of which Victor Chanfreau (aged 18) is one of the leaders, are rising up 
against another legacy of the Pinochet dictatorship: the privatisation of universities and their unequal 
financing based on the student evaluations by a pseudo-examination called the PSU. These young activists 
are now in the line of fire of the Piñera government (which has already been brutally repressing them for 
the past three months), which is calling them "seditious" and threatening to throw them in prison. Neither 
the leaders of the SP, the CP or the Frente Amplio are coming forward to defend them; quite the opposite.  

The International Alliance of Youth for Socialism (IYAS/AIJS), formed in August 2019, has launched a 
campaign in defence of Victor Chanfreau and his comrades. Please endorse it and circulate it widely. 

Labour Internationalist  

 

 

 

Stop the repression of 
secondary school students and 
the main leaders of the ACES 
(Coordinating Assembly of 
Secondary school Students) by 
the Chilean government! 

Faced with the repression of its main spokespersons, mainly through the application of the Domestic 
Security Act – which in specific cases is a law against terrorism – against Víctor Chanfreau, we declare the 
following: 

1. We condemn the systematic repression of social protest by the Chilean government, and we are 
addressing all of the world’s democratic organisations to declare a state of alert that the safety 
of Víctor and his fellow students is at risk. 

2. The Chilean government intends to vent its fullest repression against this young leader, whose 
grandfather was murdered by the Pinochet dictatorship, and is categorising the ACES as a 
seditious organisation. We adopt as our own the demand by all of Chile’s democratic 
organisations for an end to the criminalization of the social protests, which now total 82 days of 
mobilisation for the legitimate demands of the majority of the population. 

 

Name University / City Contact address  
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The Internationale 

is published in Arabic, English, French, 
German, Hungarian, Italian, 
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